CBG February Books

GO LAY

New York Times Review

A handsome young stranger named Richard Smith arrives in
New York City from London with a promissory note for 1,000
pounds (a fortune, at that time) that he hopes to cash.

Local gossip goes into overdrive. Is he an agitator? A spy? A
thief on the lam? He refuses to say what he plans to do with
his money, should he get it, or whether he intends to remain
in the New World. He maintains a pleasant if sphinxlike
mien.

“When a man creeps into a city in time of danger with a bag
of gold,” Richard is warned, misadventure may follow.
Misadventure occurs. Richard does not escape entirely
unharmed.
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The Essex Serpent
by Sarah Perry
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Set in Victorian London and an Essex village in the 1890's, and
enlivened by the debates on scientific and medical discovery
which defined the era, The Essex Serpent has at its heart the story
of two extraordinary people who fall for each other, but not in
the usual way.

They are Cora Seaborne and Will Ransome. Cora is a well-to-do
London widow who moves to the Essex parish of Aldwinter, and
Will is the local vicar. They meet as their village is engulfed by
rumours that the mythical Essex Serpent, once said to roam the
marshes claiming human lives, has returned. Cora, a keen
amateur naturalist is enthralled, convinced the beast may be a
real undiscovered species. But Will sees his parishioners'
agitation as a moral panic, a deviation from true faith. Although
they can agree on absolutely nothing, as the seasons turn
around them in this quiet corner of England, they find
themselves inexorably drawn together and torn apart.

Told with exquisite grace and intelligence, this novel is most of
all a celebration of love, and the many different guises it can
take. (less)



