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A handsome young stranger named Richard Smith arrives in 
New York City from London with a promissory note for 1,000 
pounds (a fortune, at that time) that he hopes to cash.

Local gossip goes into overdrive. Is he an agitator? A spy? A 
thief on the lam? He refuses to say what he plans to do with 
his money, should he get it, or whether he intends to remain 
in the New World. He maintains a pleasant if sphinxlike
mien.

“When a man creeps into a city in time of danger with a bag 
of gold,” Richard is warned, misadventure may follow. 
Misadventure occurs. Richard does not escape entirely 
unharmed.
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