TO START THE TRAIL, turn left from the Village Hall car park…




The Village Hall: built and opened as Covington Board School in 1876. The school closed in 1920 but was reopened for the duration of WW2 when the village received a number of evacuee children.


All Saints Church: only the nave remains of the original 12th century church but there is evidence of an earlier structure – see information sheet inside. The earliest recorded incumbent is Richard (de Baiocis) who retired in 1293.


The Manor: the present private residence dates from 1735 and is on an ancient moated site.


Church Lane: brick Victorian cottages contemporary with the Village Hall.  There were originally 4 cottages with a central alleyway.


Dukes Cottages: built by the Duke of Manchester who enclosed large areas of the village in 1764.


Fairy’s Lodge Farm: named after a prominent 19th century family holding one of the manorial estates and well represented in Village documents and the churchyard! An isolation hospital (now demolished) was built 1km NW of the farm after the Spanish Flu epidemic of 1918.


Letter box: a variety of buildings have hosted Covington Post Office over the past 140 years, as can be seen from letter box ‘shadows’ in the brickwork.


Pond: one of the village pumps was sited here until the early 20th century when the water quality was deemed so bad that a water diviner was appointed to locate an alternative supply.


The Red Cow: this was originally an ale house (no spirits were allowed because there was no ladies toilet until the mid 1950s) but closed as a pub in 19xx.  The men of the village retired here to sit on the benches after working on the allotments.


Varneys: dating back to the 17th century, this was formerly a shepherd’s house. It was withdrawn from a sale in 1940 for £39.


Rookery Farm: originally a farmhouse dating from 1690 but more recent activities have included a fruit farm, the breeding of show rabbits and a collection point for unwanted (but very useful) material from local American airbases.


16 and 18 Keyston Road: these houses replace semidetached thatched cottages,  which in 1871  housed the post office and the school mistress.





Three 19th century agricultural workers’ cottages.


The Old Rectory: built by Fitzwilliam (patron of the Church living) in 1837 for The Reverend Alphonsius Binns. A later Rector, The Reverend Watson was instrumental in setting up the school in 1876.


Cloney Pond: this pond (used for watering horses) is thought to have been part of the moat of the mediaeval manor house, the site of which lies just to the north.


Railway Line (disused): The Kettering, Thrapston and Huntingdon Railway opened in 1866 with the nearest station being Kimbolton.  The line (now Midland Railway) was in use for passengers and goods until 1963.


Yesterfield: site of the original rectory and an apple orchard. Rector Sam Taylor (1698) was given leave to live elsewhere as the rectory was too small and ‘ruinous’!


The Old Hall: dates back to 17th century with Victorian additions. It was the home of John Simpson, a prominent local squire (d.1799).  In the early 20th century, traction engines from here were used throughout the local area.


Ferndale: originally of lath and plaster construction, dating back to 15th century with later brick extensions.  The scene of an incident with a gun resulting in the death of one Mr. ‘Beau’ Bloodworth (reputedly a fox-keeper for the local hunt).


The cutting: Covington Home Guard practised throwing handgrenades into the turrets of invading German tanks by sitting in the doddle trees above the cutting and throwing stones into the back of a pickup .


Bottom Farm: dates from 1808 although it appears on an earlier enclosure map.  South of Bottom Farm is the site of The Three Pigeons , an 18th century alehouse shown on a map dated 1764.


Chapel: there was a strong non-conformist element in 19th century Covington with permission being given for meetings to be held in residents’ houses prior to the construction of a red corrugated iron Methodist chapel.


Between the drive up to The Manor and Cross Street, there were four cottages which were demolished in the early 1960s.  19th century census data shows that occupants of these cottages included agricultural labourers and lacemakers.











